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Return to School: 

Many of you will have read a lot of press speculation 

about when schools may be expected to re-open. 

There is no official update on this although school 

leaders are expecting an announcement on Sunday. 

We will keep you informed of any developments and 

how we will manage this at Burbage; the safety of 

the children and staff are our key priority. 

DFE Helpline: 

The Department for Education coronavirus helpline 

is available to answer questions about COVID-19 

relating to education and children’s social care. 

Phone: 0800 046 8687 

The helpline will remain open over the early May 

Bank Holiday weekend for staff, parents and young 

people as follows: 

10am to 4pm – Friday, Saturday and Sunday 

Our standard opening hours will resume on Monday 

11 May: 8am to 6pm – Monday to Friday 

10am to 4pm – Saturday and Sunday 

 

Special Educational Needs: 

I am delighted to announce that Mrs Marsh will be 

taking over the role of SENCO (Special Educational 

Needs Co-ordinator) from September. This is really 

great news for Burbage as she is passionate about 

high quality education for everyone and is a skilled 

practioner in SEND.  

Some of you may have heard this wonderful news 

following the distribution of our induction packs for 

our September 2020 reception children! Mrs Marsh 

will be shadowing a few meetings this term as part 

of our thorough hand-over.  

We recognise that those of you with children with 

ISPs (Individual Support Plans) will not have had 

the usual meeting due to lockdown. Please be 

assured that we will be rearranging these as soon as 

we can. 

Mrs Garbutt continues as SENCO for the summer 

term. 

Next ‘block of learning’ next week – Art: 

Next week, we move away from geography and into 

a new block which is Art and Design. You may need 

to adapt the work depending on the resources you 

have available at home – we have tried to include 

options to take this into account. 

 

Thank you : 

We received some absolutely BEAUTIFUL work for 

the GP surgery. Please pass on our sincerest thanks 

to the children, the surgery were thrilled to receive 

the pictures, poems and positive messages. 

They asked if any of the amazing artists / writers 

would mind making a few more pieces to be sent out 

to vulnerable patients who are unable to make it to 

the surgery and might be in need of a little cheer. 

If your child/ren are able to help, please drop them 

into school as before. Thank you again in 

anticipation of your help. 

Reading / Library / Exercise books: 

As Friday is a bank holiday, we will be opening the 

library on Thursday this week (tomorrow!) between 

9am and 4pm 

Each week, we will be leaving the library mobile 

door open on Fridays. Please keep this information 

secret. This will enable those of you who need a new 

exercise book to collect one. You may also borrow 

library books, please just sign them out so we know 

who has what. 

Mobile number: 

Currently school is closed as we do not have any 

critical workers needing cover at present. With this 

in mind, we have a new school mobile number for you 

to contact Mrs Garbutt should you need to. Please 

keep calls within school hours if possible unless it is 

an emergency – 07391 025502. The admin email 

address is the best way to be in touch, Mrs 

Lockwood is always on hand if you need her. 

VE Day Celebrations: 

Tomorrow, Mrs Cooke hopes to be able to share an 

interview she is working on with her elderly mother 

who was a child during World War Two. She was 

evacuated and will be sharing some memories of 

this. In some ways, there are many parallels 

between the anxiety and the war-time sprit that 
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was evident during WW2 and the current lockdown 

situation that our children are experiencing today. 

We hope your children will enjoy the interview 

which will be shared via Seesaw (R-year 5) and 

TEAMs (year 6) as we celebrate VE Day with a 

special bank holiday this Friday. 

Messages to teachers: 

Just a gentle reminder that Seesaw messages to 

teachers should only be sent between 9am and 3pm 

on school days. Please only message the teacher out 

of these hours in exceptional circumstances – there 

is a lot of message ‘traffic’ and the teachers need 

to be able to switch off now and again!  

Childhood immunisations:  

Public Health England is reminding parents and 

carers that childhood immunisations are continuing 

through the Covid-19 (coronavirus) 

outbreak.  Parents have been urged to keep GP 

appointments for routine jabs during the 

coronavirus crisis and to make sure routine 

childhood immunisations - which offer protection 

from a range of serious and sometimes life-

threatening infections, including measles and 

meningitis - are started and completed on time.  

While preventing the spread of Covid-19 and 

protecting those who are most vulnerable is a public 

health priority, it is very important to maintain good 

vaccine uptake and coverage of immunisations.  

The childhood immunisation programme protects 

against diseases including whooping cough, measles, 

meningitis and pneumonia.  

Surgeries are still offering vaccination 

appointments for children and parents are urged to 

make sure they keep appointments or book new ones 

if needed.  

Health Visitors:  

The health visitor service is still open and 

operating, if you have any concerns about a child 

please call the Single Point of Access on 0300 247 

0090, Monday to Friday 9am-5pm excluding Bank 

Holidays. Health services are concerned that people 

are waiting too long to present with other issues 

that may need treatment or support. 

PTA Fun! 

Our lovely PTA are organising a game for you and 

your children to play at home – it is aimed at lifting 

everyone’s spirits! More details to follow. 

Special Mentions: 

Charlotte in Kestrels class produced this stunning 

painting in acrylics. “A view from outer space 

looking towards Burbage”  

 

  

Jack in Reception delivered the most beautiful, full 

exercise book of home learning work – well done 

Jack, you have been working so hard! 

Mrs Marsh has been so impressed with the work 

that Robins and Wrens have completed about 

weather this week in Science. Here is Freddie and 

Sebi (with the most brilliant introduction from his 

Dad and a little help from his cuddly lion), reporting 

the forecast. Well done Freddie and Sebi. 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

Keep up the good work everyone 😊 
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