Burbage Primary School
English Curriculum

Curriculum Intent

At Burbage Primary, our ethos of ‘Inspiring and Nurturing Together’ supports us to open the world of imagination and information for all our pupils. Together we will nurture our passion for reading
and writing, inspired by the engaging texts all around us each day.

To help all our pupils become confident, life-long readers and writers we will;
e Empower them with a secure foundation.

e Be ambitious and relentless in helping ALL our pupils feel that they are readers and writers.

e Provide them with access to engaging texts and inviting reading spaces.

e Immerse them in rich language and vocabulary throughout the school day.

e Encourage independent thought, brave ideas and open imagination through a broad, challenging curriculum and wider experiences.

e Build Writing Fluency alongside Reading Fluency so that children leave KS1 with strong, correct pencil grip and writing posture, accurate letter formation, secure segmenting skills and spelling
and grammar knowledge.

e Develop the skills to write Golden Sentences (KS1) & Paragraphs (LKS2) to form well-constructed essays in UKS2

e Provide regular opportunities for both new learning and deliberate practice of reading fluency, phonics, spelling, and grammar.

e Assess learning frequently with robust tracking so that vulnerable learners are swiftly identified and given support to close gaps in their knowledge and understanding.

e Have consistently high expectations of letter formation and presentation.

e Build resilience, independent editing skills, and writing stamina.

e Model and expect excellent oracy skills including full sentence answers and using a ‘Confident Voice’.

e Ensure all staff are well-trained in how best to provide support for all our pupils to succeed and achieve.

This will enable pupils to:
e Explore the world of text, become creative thinkers, and record their ideas, thoughts, and opinions.

e Develop a love of reading, a desire to explore and discover the world (both real and imagined) around them, and to develop a deeper knowledge of themselves and others.
e Appreciate carefully considered spoken and written word and will enjoy replicating and practicing this themselves.

e Learn without limits across subjects and for life-long curiosity.

e Become fluent readers enabling them to enjoy and understand the texts they read.

e Become fluent writers so that they can concentrate on the content of the texts they wish to write.

e Regularly practise all the skills they need to become successful readers and writers.

e Revisit learning so that knowledge can be retrieved quickly and skills are imbedded and able to be used appropriately, creatively and with confidence.

e Receive support swiftly or be challenged to aspire beyond and reach deeper levels of understanding.

e Communicate their ideas clearly and confidently through opportunities to develop their oracy confidence.

e Have the stamina and perseverance to produce longer pieces that accurately reflect their understanding and ability.
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Readmg )

We are passionate that Reading must be at the heart of all we do. Understanding that it can transform lives, reading is given the highest importance across all aspects of
teaching and Iearnlng It is the key to independent and reflective learning and directly affects progress and outcomes across the entire curriculum and pupil’s wellbeing and a successful and
ambitious future. We strive to bring reading to life and give it purpose, developing in every child a thirst for literature. Our rich curriculum gives pupils the confidence and tools they need to
articulately express their thoughts, ideas and opinions about the seen, the not yet seen and the unseeable. We are ambitious for every pupil and truly believe that all our pupils will be supported to
read with fluency, confidence and understanding as swiftly as possible. Our shared mission is that ‘Every child in the school will be a confident reader’.

Through a range of approaches our aims are:

To teach knowledge and skills that enable all pupils to read fluently, expressively, and with good comprehension.

To provide rich, meaningful discussions around high-quality texts where children can confidently and effectively contribute their ideas, thoughts, and opinions.
To enthuse every child to become confident, passionate readers for life.

By opening a world of wonder and possibilities through our Reading Curriculum, our children will learn about the world around them. They will be able to appreciate others’
perspectives and explore diverse ideas and opinions, enabling them to interact and contribute positively to our world.
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Reading

EYFS

KS1

KS2

Phonics/Decoding

Daily Sounds-Write lesson
Reading Practice 1% session
(weekly) Decodable books

Daily Sounds-Write lesson

Reading Practice 1% session (weekly) Decodable
books/extracts until secure with the code to unit 24
then appropriate Early Reader books plus extract.

As Required if not secure by end of KS1
Herts for Learning Intervention 2 x Weekly

Prosody

(All classes to vote for 3
children each week to
be nominated for the
Performance Voice
Award and pupils to
give reasons for the
nomination)

Reading Practice 2™

session (weekly) Decodable books
- working on the ‘Performance
Voice’

Modelled ‘Performance Voice’
Reading through our End of Day
texts and stories which support the
wider curriculum

Reading Practice 2™

session (weekly) Decodable books until secure with the
code to unit 24 then appropriate Early Reader books
plus whole-class extract.

End of Day Read to model the Performance Voice
Vulnerable Readers Herts for Learning Intervention 2 x
Weekly

Whole Class taught session during Guided Reading
(Practising skills to improve our Performance Voice using
the Rubric)

End of Day Read to model the Performance Voice
Vulnerable Readers Herts for Learning Intervention 2 x
Weekly

Comprehension

Reading Practice 3™

session (weekly) Decodable
books/extracts (retrieval where
children need to find the evidence
within the text and ‘Big Ding’
inference question to encourage
rich discussion)

Use of text-unlocking, deeper
thinking questions during whole
class reading.

Reading Practice 3™

session (weekly) Decodable books /extracts (retrieval
where children need to find the evidence within the
text and ‘Big Ding’ inference question to encourage rich
discussion) until secure with the code to unit 24 then
appropriately challenging extract.

Whole Class taught session during Guided Reading
particularly the AIR (Accountable Independent Read)
Vulnerable Readers Herts for Learning Intervention 2 x
Weekly

Fluency

See above

See above

Whole Class taught session during Guided Reading

Reading for
Pleasure &
Curiosity

Sharing Books
End of Day Read
Guest Reader

Sharing Books
End of Day Read
Guest Reader

Sharing Books
End of Day Read
Guest Reader

Vocabulary

Drawing Club
Grandma Fantastic
Fascination specific vocab

Science/Blocked Learning specific vocab
Explicit teaching during Reading Practice Groups Guided
Reading or End of Day read.

Science/Blocked Learning specific vocab
Explicit teaching during Guided Reading

Support

Keep-Up/Catch-Up

Keep-Up/Catch-Up

Catch-Up if needed for phonics.
Reading Fluency Project
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EYFS KS1 LKS2 UKS2
Writing
Transcription Letter Join - Print Letter Join — Letter Join Letter Join

Dough Gym Y1 to continue to print moving to pre-cursive | Daily Handwriting Practice daily Daily Handwriting Practice
“Dictation is the Ready to Write without the lead-in when in Year 2, unless Error Corrections (see Sounds Write Error Corrections (see Sounds Write

decodable book of
writing fluency”

strategies/exercises.
Tales Toolkit Stories and
informative texts including
Scribble Stories in Autumn Term
Drawing Club
Daily Handwriting Practice

- Letter and Number

formation taught daily.

Error Corrections (see Sounds
Write document) used for
correcting inaccurate formation
during Phonics and picked up in all
writing.
Weekly Dictation (Autumn Term 2)
2 x Weekly (Spring Term) 3 x
Weekly (Summer Term)

physically not able (if so, continue print).
Daily Handwriting Practice - Letter and
Number formation taught daily.

Dictation taught minimum 3 x week.

Transcription of ‘Golden Sentences’ used to
support writing in the wider curriculum.

Transcription used to practise in-year
content or address misconceptions - Looking
at a sentence from previous learning to edit
as group then write up using correct
formation.

Dictation to be used to provide clear and
succinct information or to address a
common knowledge misconception.

document) to be used for correcting
inaccurate formation during Transcription and
picked up in all writing.

Daily Transcription

‘Writing to Learn’ - Transcription of ‘Golden
Sentences’ and ‘Golden Paragraphs’ used to
support writing in the wider curriculum.

Transcription used to practise in-year
content or address misconceptions - Looking
at a sentence from previous learning to edit
as group then write up using correct
formation.

Dictation to be used to provide clear and
succinct information or to address a common
knowledge misconception.

document) to be used for correcting
inaccurate formation during Transcription and
picked up in all writing.

‘Writing to Learn’ - Transcription of ‘Golden
Paragraphs’ used to support writing in the
wider curriculum building to extended
writing/essays

Transcription used to practise in-year content
or address misconceptions - Looking at a
sentence from previous learning to edit as
group then write up using correct formation.
Dictation to be used to provide clear and
succinct information or to address a common
knowledge misconception.

Spelling

Sounds-Write

Taught through the Daily Phonics
Sessions plus targeted practise of
the Common Exception Words
(CEW) for the Year Group

Sounds-Write

Taught through the Daily Phonics Sessions
plus targeted practise of the Common
Exception Words (CEW) for the Year Group
(tracked on a single individual page over the
year and shared with parents at end of Term
1/3/5.

Sounds & Syllables: As the children progress
into KS2 and having completed the Sounds-
Write phonics programme, Sounds &
Syllables’ is a structured approach to spelling
that builds on the strategies practised in KS1
Phonics. This program allows our children to
continue to develop their application of
phonetic skills. From these phonic
foundations, the children have daily spelling
lessons with activities that enhance and build
on the fundamental skills of reading and
writing.

Sounds & Syllables: As the children progress
into KS2 and having completed the Sounds-
Write phonics programme, Sounds & Syllables’
is a structured approach to spelling that builds
on the strategies practised in KS1 Phonics. This
program allows our children to continue to
develop their application of phonetic skills.
From these phonic foundations, the children
have daily spelling lessons with activities that
enhance and build on the fundamental skills of
reading and writing.

Stamina for Writing

Free Learning Mark-making and
‘Ready to Write’ activities
Drawing Club

Dictation

Scribble Stories and Tales Toolkit
Termly Extended Write

Drawing Club/ Curious Quests (Term 1) As
transition

(from Term 2 text focused composition and
oracy to build ideas alongside fluency)
Dictation

Tales Toolkit

Writing to Learn - Block Learning ‘Golden
Sentences’

Termly Independent Write

Writing to Learn - Block Learning ‘Golden
Paragraphs’ and Essays
Termly Independent Write

Writing to Learn - Block Learning ‘Golden
Paragraphs’

Writing to Learn Essays

Termly Independent Write
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Developing a Love of Reading

We have been ambitious in transforming our Reading Spaces across the school and investing in engaging, high-quality books for all. The Reading Spine has been carefully developed to be broad and
representative of a range of genres/authors and themes. Threads including Growth Mindset; Difference and Diversity; Courage; Kindness run through all year groups enabling discussion and giving
the pupils the chance to develop empathy, understanding and self-confidence.
To encourage and foster a love of reading in Burbage we use a range of strategies such as;

e Daily class reads, read at the end of the day using quality language -rich texts from our Reading Spine or based on class interests.

e Visiting the school library and selecting books to enjoy at home.

e Buddy reading sessions where older children attend the classroom of the younger children and share books with them.

e Reading journals, where children can record what they have read, sharing them with the class teacher.

e Our Reading Practice Sessions (plus support sessions including the Herts for Learning Project intervention) give pupils a chance to be taught, and to practise, key skills to become fluent

readers.

e Access to our high-quality, carefully selected 40 Books’ Shelves for each year group

e Time is planned into each day to allow time and space for the children to read/listen for pleasure.

e Events to inspire a love of reading such as ‘Stories in the Night’, ‘Author Visits’, ‘Guest Readers’ and ‘World Book Day’.

e Through engagement with the Marlborough Literary Festival.

e ‘We Recommend’ where the children promote reading for pleasure by donating and sharing their own books and favourite reads.

40 Books!

We are so excited (and so very grateful to our PTA!) to be able to offer our children an engaging, inspirational and aspirational cannon of texts — 40 Books per year group - that we want each year
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group to access. These have been carefully selected and are a broad selection of both classic & current, thought-provoking & hilarious, relaxing & challenging. Situated outside of each classroom,
they are like a ‘sweet shop of stories’ waiting to be discovered. Children can also bring in their own books they recommend, and book(mark) reviews can be written to encourage others to try
them.

Everyone a Reader

Children from EYFS2 to KS2 listen to, share, and discuss a range of high-quality texts through our whole class teaching of reading. Staff model and teach the children reading skills and
comprehension strategies from a range of fiction, non-fiction, and poetry-based texts. The texts and genres of texts are carefully planned to ensure the progression, breadth, and depth of coverage
across all year groups.

Our teaching ensures all children are active and involved. They enjoy practising their performance voice so that extracts are confidently read by all with automaticity and fluency. The children
understand what they read and are challenged to do so on a deeper level through carefully chosen questions that unlock meaning.

The Journey begins ...

The foundations of reading are established and nurtured right from the moment our children begin in Burbage Pre-school. It is here that EYFS1 focus on key Early Reading skills including;
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communication and language skills of speaking, listening and understanding. They develop a love of reading through the use of songs, rhymes, sounds, images and stories. They enhance an
understanding of reading through exploration and play. Skilled practitioners develop early language skills in an environment that invites talk, discussion and discovery.

= Tales
=©Toolkit

Across the Early Years Foundation Stage and into Year 1, we use Tales Toolkit as an approach to build imagination, encourage contribution and help all children feel that they are storytellers

through collaborative narratives. This confidence is further developed through play, where storytelling is a central thread. Children become empowered to create their own stories and use mark-
making or their early writing skills to record their ideas.

Scribble Stories/Drawing Club/Curious Quests

From Pre-school to Year 1 we encourage our children to dive into the world of imagination and storytelling. Through the above strategies, we link this to developing the children’s skills in mark-

making to express their ideas. Thes are often linked to engaging texts or animation that opens up the children’s thinking and empowers them to think beyond and within the given story. We are
proud that our children love to draw and think of themselves as writers so early on in their education.

Sounds-Write Phonics

In EYFS2 and KS1 we use the Sounds-Write programme. Sounds-Write is acknowledged by the DfE as meeting ALL its criteria for an effective phonics teaching programme. Our members of staff

are a skilled team of Reading Teachers who support pupils in their daily practice. They are supported by a dedicated Phonics Lead who ensures the quality, consistency and continuity of the
teaching of phonics and Early Reading.
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The Sounds-Write phonics programme is a highly structured, linguistic programme which is all about sounds. It offers a very highly structured, multi-sensory, incremental and code-oriented,
instructional approach to teaching children to read and spell. The Sounds-Write programme provides fast and effective teaching for children at all levels. Lessons are clearly structured and follow
within a systematic, synthetic phonics approach. It teaches all key elements of conceptual understanding, factual knowledge, and the three essential skills of blending, segmenting and phoneme
manipulation necessary for learning to read and spell and it does so on a daily basis until all children achieve the automaticity that underlies the fluency of every successful reader.

The children are taught phonics within their year group so that any knowledge gaps are not widened through lack of exposure of in-year content. Support within the sessions from trained adults is
appropriate and effective in ensuring success for all children. Sounds are taught alongside others that have connection and are practised over several weeks. This gives children the opportunity to
use the variety of sounds all together, rather than separately. Teaching extends beyond this ‘dedicated time’ and is applied and reinforced throughout the day in other learning activities.

Daily ‘keep up’ support sessions are run by a skilled member of our Reading Team to practise key skills or reinforce whole-class learning. Catch-up sessions are offered to those pupils who are less
secure or have gaps in their acquired knowledge.

. Teaching the Initial Code:

At the start of the programme, simple, one sound/one spelling, one-syllable, CVC words only are introduced. As the programme progresses, the complexity of one-syllable words is increased to
four-, five- and six-sound words of the structure CVCC, CCVC, CCVCC/CCCVCC, before introducing the most common consonant digraphs.

The Sounds-Write programme teaches pupils to understand the way the alphabet code works. Very often, in the early stages of learning to read and spell, because of the complexity of the code,
pupils will not be able to spell some sounds by using the correct spellings. However, pupils taught using Sounds-Write will be able to write almost anything they want to write by using plausible
(phonetic) spellings for sounds. In this way, pupils, teachers and parents can read anything the pupil has written. As they progress through Key Stage 1, pupils learn systematically how words are
spelled in English. This ability to express oneself in writing from the start of school gives children enormous confidence, which naturally feeds back into the other kinds of learning taking place
within the school curriculum.

. The Extended Code and Polysyllabic Words:

Thereafter, from Y1 onwards, all the remaining common vowel and consonant sound to spelling correspondences are taught until all the common spellings for the forty-four sounds in English have
been covered. In parallel with this, pupils are taught how to read and spell polysyllabic words, progressing from two-syllable to five- and six-syllable words.

. A multi-sensory programme:
Throughout, Sounds-Write promotes the use of multi-sensory engagement with the materials pupils are working with in a manner that is commensurate with the level and abilities of the children
being taught. Visual, auditory and kinaesthetic activities are at all times combined simultaneously to promote learning. In addition to being multi-sensory, the Sounds-Write programme has pace

and utilises an array of stimulating lessons and resources. It also enables practitioners to differentiate the challenges placed before the learner to meet their individual needs.

Adventuring with a Guide... REC (Reading Practice Groups)
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The explicit teaching of reading takes place for 20 minutes 3 times per week within small groups. The three lessons for a sequence of lessons that targets a key area of reading: decoding and
fluency, prosody and comprehension. We ensure the children can develop and apply their word reading skills learnt in their phonic sessions while also learning comprehension strategies so they
can read and respond to texts. The children are taught through a range of methods including projecting and Echo Reading, paired reading and Choral Reading where the children learn to not only
listen and follow along when reading but by reading together at the same time.

Firstly, in the decoding and fluency lesson, the children are taught to read words from a text prior to looking at the text itself. The words are carefully selected to include names, words that do not
yet contain the sounds that the children have been taught and words for comprehension and ones that offer meaning to the text. Direct teaching of these words is used in this lesson to ensure the
children apply their decoding skills and develop a greater sense of reading fluency.

In the next lesson, the children are exposed to the concept of prosody. Using performance voices, the children are taught to apply their word reading skills with expression and intonation. The text
is firstly modelled to the children by an ‘Expert Reader’, mirroring the events and dialogue from the text. This ensures the children not only understand different reading behaviors but also allows
them to succeed and develop an enjoyment of reading.

The final lesson to this reading sequence is the lesson that teaches comprehension. The questions asked are a mix of retrieval that requires children to find the evidence in the text, and a ‘Big Ding’
question that is carefully planned to unlock deeper meaning and encourage rich, open discussion.

Following these taught reading sessions, the children in each reading group take home the text that they have read together. This is to allow the children to read at home confidently and
successfully, by practising and consolidating their skills. In addition to this, the children from EYFS2 and KS1 take home a second phonetically decodable book that is closely matched to each pupil’s
current secure phonic knowledge.

Texts from the taught group sessions and the take home readers are books that are not mixed with non-decodable books for independent reading practice and include a controlled, small number
of words that the decoding of which has been specifically taught. The books are continued in progressive sequence to the teaching of the Sounds-Write programme so a child can confidently
decode words involving taught phonetic codes.

Once the children become proficient and fluent readers, they progress onto books from our ‘free-reader’ section. To encourage a love of, and enjoyment for, reading children also take home a
library book or a book from our ‘40 Books’ shelves which is changed as often as they wish.

Exciting Explorations... KS1

Texts become more challenging but, as independence increases — enjoyment grows. Practice is similar to that in Reception. However, as the children’s decoding automaticity becomes secure,
pupils can access Reading Practice Sessions taught in larger groups with more responsibility for their reading explorations. From Autumn Term in Year 1, the children who are confident readers will
be taught following the Whole Class Guided Reading model.

Less confident readers will continue to be taught in small groups with automatic decoding as the main focus. By Spring Term in Year 1, the majority of the class will be taught this way. The texts are
a mixture of decodable books that compliment our SSP and extracts, initially from the Sounds Write portal then introducing a wider experience of engaging extracts. Into Year 2 the move is away
from fully decodable and only the most vulnerable readers will work in small intervention groups to secure recognition of the code.

Striding out Bravely (Map in Hand)... (Whole Class Guided Reading) KS2
A whole class guided reading session occurs 4 times a week for 30 minutes. Each week there is a focus on one of the 4 skills assessed in the Multi-Dimension Fluency Rubric (Expression and Volume;
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Phrasing; Smoothness and Pace). These sessions enable children to practise of a variety of reading skills such as questioning, inference, prediction, clarifying and summarising. Through these skills,
the children learn to identify how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning.

A A

Multi- Dimensional fluency rubric  -name Date

1 [New Actar) T | (Understudy) T 3 (Experienced Actar) T 4 jAcademy Award Winner)

[ Expression and | Reads in a guiet voice. The | Reads in a quiet voice. The [ Reads with volume and [ Reads with varied volume and |
volume reading does not sound natural, | reading sounds natural in part expression. However, the expression. The reader sounds
like talking to a friend. of the text, but the reader does | reader slips into expressionless | like they are talking to a friend
not always sound like they are reading and does not sound like | with their voice matching the
talking to a friend. they are talking to a friend interpretation of the passage.

Phrasing Reads word by word in a Reads in two or three word Reads with a mixture of run- Reads with good phrasing,
monctone veice. phases, not adhering to ons, mid- sentence pauses for adhering to punctuation, stress
punctuation, stress and breath and some choppiness. and intonation.
intonation. There is reasonable stress and
intonation.

I smoothness | Frequently hesitates while | Reads with extended pauses or [ Reads with occasional breaks in [ Reads smoothly with some
reading, sounds out words and | hesitations. The reader has rhythm. Reader has difficulty breaks, but self corrects with
repeats words or phrases. The many ‘rough spots’ with specific words and/ or difficult words and/ or sentence
reader makes multiple attempts sentence structures. structures
to read the same passage.

Pace Reads slowly and laboriously Reads moderately slowly Reads generally at an Reads at an appropriate
appropriate rate. conversational pace.

Scores of 10 or more indicate good progress in fluency
Autumn Term Score: Words per Minute:
Spring Term Score: Words per Minute:

Summer Term Score: Words per Minute:

Children are encouraged and supported to discuss texts as a class, work collaboratively as well as independently, and be able to use a text to support their answers in a variety of questions. High-
level discussions with the teacher alongside the modelling of proficient reading skills are key components in a KS2 reading session. Through discussions about the text, drawing on linguistic
knowledge (in particular, of vocabulary and grammar) and on knowledge of the world, children are supported to successfully develop a good comprehension of what they read.

Imperative to these discussions are the opportunities for children to be exposed to a wide variety of text and authors with the level of challenge increased and developed throughout the year-
groups and key stages. This includes a variety of styles of narrative, as well as a wide variety of authors, non-fiction texts and poetry. Our reading curriculum is structured in a way that allows
children to revisit and master their reading skills.

The End of Day Read

In addition to taught daily reading sessions, the children are read to by an adult as ‘Expert Reader’, at the end of the day. The texts for our End of Day reading includes a variety of genres, which
have been selected to ensure progression and variety across the school (see Appendix of texts- End of Day stories; included but not limited to these texts and extracts from the 40 Books

shelf). This is a special time for all, adults and children, and a chance to let the power of story wash over us before heading home.

Performance Nominees Every week each class votes for 3 children they wish to nominate for a Reading Award specifying the reason for the choice. This is linked to the Reading Rubric so children
can ‘tune in’ to the 4 skills of Expression and Volume; Phrasing; Smoothness and Pace by recognising it in others. The nominees from across the school get a special End of Day Read with a Guest
Reader on a Friday afternoon in celebration of their achievements.

Our children are also provided with the opportunity to extend their use and understanding of literature within our wider curriculum. Literature also forms a vital feature in our daily English lessons
through a structured and systematic approach to writing.
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Navigating the Challenges along the Way... Vulnerable Readers
Through regular and rigorous assessment, we identify children that need additional opportunities to practise their reading skills.

Key Stage 1 - Keep-up /Catch-up

We have a focus on careful planning, informed by assessment, to support all readers to be successful through Quality First Teaching. However, during phonics sessions, if children are identified as
needing extra support to secure taught knowledge, this is delivered by an experienced member of our Reading Team and follows the activities suggested through our Sounds-Write SSP. These
sessions are based on specific targets. They may be one-off practise support or, if needed, over several sessions, will be reviewed after 2 weeks to check impact. The Reading Lead will also work
with class teachers to review assessment data and put in place plans to address identified gaps either in grapheme recognition/use or keys skills of blending, segmenting or phoneme manipulation.
Predominately this will be done through the daily whole-class teaching sessions but Boost sessions during Assemblies offer valuable opportunity to ‘pre-teach’ and review less secure code in a
smaller group and quiet environment.

Everyone a Reader

From teacher assessment (guided by the data and with the support of the English Lead) our Reading Practice Groups in Reception and into Year 1 are put together based on the key skills the
children need to practise. This means that each small reading group will have a clear focus for their next steps, and the Reading Teacher can target support effectively ensuring swift progress. Any
children who are less confident with their reading skills are also picked up in extra Keep-up Sessions. The texts read are carefully selected and contain GPCs that the children are secure with so that
the focus is on automaticity and fluency. Children enjoy taking these books home to share with a ‘Lucky Listener’ who gets to hear their ‘performance voice’ telling the story with confidence.

The sessions in KS1 are 3 x weekly and consist of a Decoding, Prosody, and Comprehension lesson. For Vulnerable Readers there will be additional reads as “Everyone who drives a car on the road
passed their test, but some drivers need more lessons and more practise hours” (The English Hub). We know that every child will learn to read but it is our job to provide as much practise as they
need to gain that competency.

Key Stage 2 Catch-up Readers

Decodable, synthetic phonics, reading books with age-appropriate and exciting stories for older, struggling and/or reluctant readers. Designed with an interest age of 8 — 14, these chapter books
are highly structured to fill in the missing gaps in phonic skills, helping them to catch up. Special features are designed to engage but also to facilitate access to text and develop independent
reading strategies. These are ideal resources to deliver targeted reading interventions for struggling children, or those with specific learning difficulties including dyslexia.

Herts for Learning Reading Fluency Project
This research-based intervention runs for 8 weeks. A trained member of the Reading Team will work with a small group of identified readers to support them to gain greater fluency and deeper
understanding. The texts are chosen to be engaging but challenging at the age -expectation for that year-group. Close liaison with home broadens the impact of this project.

Reading Volunteers

As well as targeted support by the class teacher and our Reading Team, children are given the opportunity to extend their skills by reading individually with staff and volunteers. We have a
wonderful group of Reading Volunteers who come in once or twice a week to listen to children read, this gives children the opportunity to read in different settings, as well as to different people.
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We have a target list of children who are below age expectations or are not able to practise their reading at home and these are prioritised. Training is given to ensure support is consistent with the
school approach.

Writing

We teach children to write fluently so they can efficiently and effectively communicate their ideas, thoughts and emotions to others. With a comprehensive and enriched range of fictional and non-
fictional text types, taught across our broad and balanced curriculum, our children become confident to write creatively and for purpose. Through the development of skills and understanding in all
areas of English, our children will become competent and keen writers.

Implementation:

Our curriculum is based on the National Curriculum and the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), 2024.

In FS1 and FS2, children have daily mark-making/writing opportunities as part of their continuous provision. The children are encouraged to explore and connect mark-making in response to
different stimuli’s and experiences in order to develop early writing skills, creativity and critical thinking. The children are immersed in story and see themselves as ‘storytellers’ early on in their
time at Burbage. Through ‘Scribble Stories’ and Tales Toolkit we help them to become confident and collaborative add their ideas and taking ownership of the writing process. Alongside this, we
support the development of Early Language and Physical Skills as we prepare the children to be ‘Ready to Write’.

The processes of early writing are embedded in our FS2 with the daily teaching of Sounds Write phonics program. As the FS2 year progresses, “Drawing Club” builds on ‘Scribble Stories’ and the
children are inspired to sustain mark-making in response to engaging narrative stimulus. Tales Toolkit develops from a group or shared activity to the children becoming the authors of their own
stories. Dictation taught 2 x weekly (minimum), is structured but supportive approach to writing and is introduced in the first term, allowing our children to apply and develop their early writing
skills in line with their growing phonic knowledge.

From Year 1 onwards, the children are taught through a well-structured program that teaches and progresses the skills of speaking, reading and writing. In the Autumn term ‘Drawing Club’
continues so that the joy of writing is maintained for 2 weeks to aid transition. This develops into ‘Curious Quests’ which expand the children’s horizons on their writing journey and build the
expectations in line with the National Curriculum. Talk is vital and we aim to enthuse every child to be a confident speaker and listener who can discuss, develop and communicate their own ideas,
opinions and knowledge. All children are supported to compose their sentences orally before writing. Our Reading Practise and End of Day Reads expose the children to high quality texts which
build a bank of ideas to draw on in their writing. As the children settle into their new classroom there is a strong focus on developing Writing Fluency with adults supporting pupils to practise
correct formation, develop the dynamic tri-pod grip and spell the Common Exceptions words and words taught in phonics with increasing automaticity.
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Knowledge of form

Word choice

Sentence structure

Developing, organising
& sequencing ideas

Editing, redrafting,
refining

Spelling & phonological
awareness

Handwriting

Punctuation

In line with the English national curriculum, we strive to ensure that every child by the end of Key Stage Two will be able to:
« use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and ideas
. are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, demonstrating to others and participating in debate
. acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language

« write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences
In our commitment to offering a wide range of opportunities to practise and deepen literacy skills, we have crafted a curriculum that is Writing focused, and which allows the key skills to be
regularly practised and applied across our broad and balanced curriculum. Opportunities for writing are regular and varied.
At Burbage, we feel it is important that children ‘Write to Learn’ and the children develop the toolkit to do this across the years. KS1 focusses on writing ‘Golden Sentences’; LKS2 continue
modelling strong sentence level writing with the new content but begin writing ‘Golden Paragraphs’. This all builds towards competently written ‘Golden Essays’ in UKS2 that reflect the knowledge
and understanding of the children across the wider curriculum. This is reflected in their English lessons where quality stimuli are used to engage children while developing writing skills (see Writing
Progression Document for more detail).
In fiction, and once children have followed their 'central character' through the story, they have the opportunity to plan and write independently using their previous learning to shape their
creative stories. Additional to their creative writing opportunities, each year group will teach one unit of poetry per year, as well as three different types of non-fiction writing (see Writing
Progression document for more detail). Non-fiction writing is furthermore covered throughout topic work over the course of the year, as children write essays at the end of their unit.
The teaching of grammar and punctuation is interwoven through the teaching of Writing (as well as in Reading). The children are taught to plan, apply and develop their writing through a variety of
writing and editing structures. The children are encouraged to see writing as a journey; re-drafting and editing are used before writing is published.

We understand that to be able to do this the children need to build ‘Writing Fluency’. Transcription needs to become automatic so that the child can be free to focus on the composition. In order to
provide opportunity to rehearse and secure the early skills of transcription we build in time to practise and provide the support for all to achieve.
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How the writing curriculum changes over time...

EYFS (3 - 5 years)

Spelling 'Handwriting VGP |Comp
KS1 (5 - 7 years) , '

Spelling Handwriting VGP Comp
Lower KS2 (7 - 9 years) ‘ ‘

Spelling Handwriting VGP Comp

Upper KS2 (9 - 11 years)

Spelling Handwriting VGP Comp

Assessment is used as a tool to gauge children’s understanding and inform teaching moving forwards. We assess the skills of Reading and Writing discretely three times a year. Assessment of
Writing is also gathered from end of unit essays across a range of foundation subjects. These essays show that children are able and confident writers who are able to make decisions about their
writing, charged with the subject knowledge from other areas of the curriculum.

The Subject Leader reviews the impact of the English Curriculum at least once a term, reporting findings and any recommendations to the Principal.

Impact:

Our English curriculum is the vehicle by which we will inspire children to be curious, creative and independent learners.

Through our provision we expect that all children will be supported to develop ideas and opinions around literature and are able to articulate themselves with confidence. Children are immersed in
high quality literature and daily opportunities to engage confidently in peer to peer discussion. We provide opportunities to practise oracy skills in order that children develop a confident voice and
know their thoughts are valued. All children will also develop a reflective, critical approach to both reading and writing and learning beyond the subject and beyond school life.

When they leave Burbage Primary, all our children will be engaged in a lifelong enjoyment of reading and writing for different purposes, to express themselves accurately and succinctly for purpose
and for pleasure.
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Texts and Stimuli used to support Writing (others can be added to suit cohort)

Year R
Fiction Handa’s Surprise Perfectly Norman Rainbow Fish
5 (AREECIL)
- NOAMAN
? THE A%
: RAINBOW FISH
We're e Goin on
a Bear Hz_{ng &
Non-Fiction Penguins If Sharks Disappeared
Lily Willigms .
o ‘SHARKS S)
DISAPPEARED
Kids’ Poems and Stories With i :
Michael Rosen \"" /
Poetry A Great Big Cuddle Poe_mhsr Og:c Loud!
aN *;:::w”i **’-,‘9
? OEN
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Myths,
Legends and
Traditional
Tales

.~

beanstalk

P

Pigs Might Fly
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Year |

Fiction

The Queen’s Hat The way back home

THE QUEEN'S HAT

Wombat goes walkabout

Wombat Goes

The train ride

Non-Fiction

Our trip to the woods

A Trip to
the Woods

+ Story by Bruce Larkin »

Ice Planet Adventure Park

VISITE THE
WORLD OF OZ!

Corne and take a trip down under.
See wallabies and a wombat or two.
Experience the heat.

It’s all here waiting for youl

Toys from the past
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Poetry

Firework Night

A Teaching Resource from Children’s Poet,
Andrew Collett,
www.wackyverse.com

Poetry Points

Getting Children Started
jth Poetry.

Pr

P
[ if
: ;

i
557/
7

When | am By Myself

By Myself

When I'm by myself

And I close my eyes

I'm a twin

I'm a dimple in a chin
I'm a room full of toys
I'm a squeaky noise

I'm a gospel song
I'magong

I'm a leaf turning red

I'm a loaf of brown bread
I'm a whatever I want to be
An anything I care to be
And when I open my eyes
What I care to be

Is me.

Eloise Greenfield

Zim Zam Zoom

Myths, Legends
and Traditional
Tales

Song Of The Sea

Little Red Riding Hood
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Year 2
Fiction The Owl Who Was Afraid The Crow’s Tale My Christmas Star
of The Dark
~— THE
CROW'S TALE

Naomi Howarrd:

My Marvellous Fluffy
ishy ltty Bitty

® o :;;p M.’-LQ:-" T :l,;;:.'
¥y FLUET Y oxdes

CUTSHY ITY BIOTY B

TV st b i
e . 5

Non-Fiction |The If)éy ThC'r;y.-ons Quit How to make a bird feeder Pirates

Asimple.

fun nature
activity for
children
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Poetry

If | Were In Charge of The World Desk Diddler

If 1 Were In Charge of the World

| were in charge of the world

7d cancel oatmeal.

Monday mornings.

ABergy shots and also Sara Steinberg

ﬂ Bathroom Fiddler | POEM | Kids' Poems and Stories With Michael Rosen

Wi were in charge of the world
There'd be brighter nights ights,
Healthier hamsters. and

‘Basketball baskets forty eight inches lower

M1 were in charge of the world
You wouldn't have lonely.
You wouldn't have clean

‘You wouldnt have bedtmes.
Or “Don't punch your sister.”
You wouldn't even have sisters.

1 ware in charge of the world

Al 007 movies would be G,

/And a person who sometimes forgot to brush,
And sometimes forgot o flush,

Would still be allowed to be.

In charge of the world.

Judith Viorst YouTube S 3+

Myths,
Legends and
Traditional
Tales

George and the dragon

i A
e

g = :
" CHRIS WORMELL |~ _=='
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Year 3

Fiction

The Secret of Black Rock Stone Age Boy The Incredible Book Eating Boy
T'LIE SECRETOF 4 e Y . OLlVERJE‘N‘ERS

EATING

r: 0D F?
PV A

Non-Fiction

Skeletons and Muscles My Strong Mind

MY STRONG

N”w /THE POWER OF POSITIVE THINING.
Wy by NIELS VAN HOVE (\
= Al o L

Poetry

Autumn Is Here | Asked The Boy Who Couldn’t See

% Aumi‘:z e ‘ I Asked The Little Boy Who Cannot See

| asked the little boy who cannot see,

"And what is colour like?"

"Why, green," said he,

"Is like the rustle when the wind blows through
The forest; running water, that is blue;

And red is like a trumpet sound; and pink

|5 like the smell of roses; and | think

That purple must be like a thunderstorm;

And yellow is like something soft and warm;
And white is a pleasant stillness when you lie
And dream."
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Myths,
Legends and
Traditional
Tales

Theseus and the Minotaur

The True Story

of The Three Little Pigs
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Year 4

Fiction Charlie and The Feast The Lost Thing
Chocolate Factory

" ROALD
DAHL

CHARLIE = ASGRE

oS

Non-Fiction SiiI oliay ochure The Creature Secrets of A Sun King

‘Emama Carroll
Sensational Sicily Newspaper Report Ca J};‘:ﬂ
: - -~

‘Whale killed by loathsome litter ball.

Tic AmMal aLnd Wi cver 100KD of BRISTIC IN TS SIomecn,

crasgeg Tias
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Poetry The River Still | Rise
luya .,
&Angelow
Myths, The Whale
Legends and
Traditional

Tales




Burbage Primary School
English Curriculum

Year 5
Fiction Gorilla The Present One Small Step
. ANTHONY BROWNE
ONE SN\l;‘Q'LL STEP
30w
| believe in Unicorns Cosmic The Fantastic Flying Books
of Mr Morris Lessmore
MICHAEL
MORPURGO
7 Believe in (A nicorns
Non-Fiction Emperor Penguins Plastlc PoIIutlon

Emperor s
Penguins

by Patricla Tratties ]

"MITCH JOHNSON
“A brilliant debut.”
John Boyne Boy In the Striped Pyjamas

Persuasive Pitch
qris s aliia}
Cor you e the rumber TR reods 12 rilion. T2 relon ionres thee m, of plomiss Porsing Info: our SCSIONE Sy ysor.
3000 pemm of picaba kier per mmile of 1S bwoch.
You'l bw horrifed o heor ol we Niled 3ix boge with rublbah from our own kool beoches

ozt Aol Eng-LS: BTTwWIey eI
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Poetry The Highwayman The Malfeasance
The Malfeasance

It was a dark, dank, dreadful night

And while millions were abed

The Malfeasance bestirred itself

And raised its ugly head.

The leaves dropped quietly in the night,
In the sky Orion shone;

HIGII:II%/&] A"Y‘ﬁ‘ A‘KI The Malfeasance bestirred itself
axFORD Then crawled around till dawn.
Myths, The Nowhere Emporium

Legends and : EWTfn'rﬂM.mmnm W LAST TINE
Traditional ;
Tal ' HE + %G8
o OTHERWHERE

EMPORIM

W et

“ .‘"“"Wﬁ Py j/
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Year 6
Fiction The Firework-Maker’s Paperman A Monster calls Varmints
Daughter
B MONSTER
Sy 4 CALLS
PATRIC SK
h Flying Eye Books
Non-Fiction |Letter to Mr Scrooge Detailed Timeline on Letters From The

Ancient Greece

_Lighthouse

Emm.a Carroll

A on e
HGPsieusE
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Poetry Thinker’s Rap Hope-lo-Docus Moth
?g% N S W‘R [sabel Thomas " * ' Daniel Egnéus
MY PUPPY
3o An Evoluli&i fSl()rly
Myths, The Graveyard Book Hansel and Gretel
Legends and NEIL GAIN\AN S am
Traditional ; - NEIL GAIMAN
Tales Graﬁ/ (9Har C] a ‘,_?T-.U}?;‘ENZlU h‘iktA:fTUTT;IA" iy




